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Lands in Four Maryland Counties

Above: View of the meadow and forest on the Loose Cow, LLC conservation easement property.

negotiated the completion of six new conservation

easements around the state, which added an additional
573 acres rich in ecological and agricultural resources to our
portfolio of protected lands. All six of the new easements
are co-held with local non-profit land trusts. The new
easements protect land in Dorchester, Harford, St. Marys,
and Worcester Counties. Each of the projects represents
a family who is dedicated to permanently protecting our
natural resources for the benefit of future generations! It
was a pleasure working with these landowners and land
trust partners to conserve these wonderful lands.

State budget tightening to deal with the economic
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic limited MET to the
services of only one easement planner during both 2020 and
2021. This severely impacted the number of new easements
MET could complete in these years. However, the easement

In 2021, Maryland Environmental Trust successfully

program was able to hire a second planner in December of
2021, and we anticipate an uptick in the number of acres
protected in 2022.

In Harford County, MET teamed up with the Harford
Land Trust to accept three donated conservation easements.

Loose Cow, LLC, protected 27 acres near Bel Air. The
property contains meadows, forest, and a headwater
tributary of Heavenly Waters. Listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, this property is known as
Joshua’s Meadows. Joshua’'s Meadows is also designated a
Harford County Landmark by the Harford County Council.

MET and Harford Land Trust protected the new 48-
acre preserve owned by the Harford County Chapter of the
Izaak Walton League. The property’s forest and fields along
Otter Point Creek will forever remain wildlife habitat free
from development. The property falls within two separate

Continued on page 4
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Director’s Note

ope springs eternal, and this year is no exception!
H After two years of dealing with the COVID-19

pandemic, I am happy to report that Maryland
Environmental Trust has successfully weathered the storm.
While we spent much of the past two years with vacancies in
crucial roles in our organization, it is with great excitement
that we have welcomed many new faces to MET in the last
year. Despite the hurdles we faced through the pandemic, we
were still able to carry out our work at a high level.

During the fiscal years 2020 and 2021 new conservation easements granted to
MET resulted in the protection of over 2,400 acres of land encompassing priority
conservation areas for the State of Maryland, which preserve biodiversity, water
quality, and scenic natural heritage. We are optimistic that by June 30th - the end of
current fiscal year 2022 — we will have accepted new easements that protect another
1,200 or more acres of Maryland’s most scenic and ecologically valuable land.

This will send us past 140,000 total acres protected since MET was granted its first
easement fifty years ago, in 1972.

I am also proud to share that MET has increased the number of easements
monitored annually, even in the face of COVID restraints, thanks in large part to
the assistance of our non-profit land trust partners, which jointly hold more than
half of our easements. MET’s robust corps of volunteer easement monitors have
contributed mightily to these efforts and are also to thank for this achievement.
Further, MET’s pandemic-initiated implementation of the Lens system, a digital
interface that allows staff and volunteers to monitor easements by computer using
up-to-date aerial and satellite imagery, continues to pay dividends and accelerate
our progress.

The non-profit Forever Maryland, MET’s close partner, has successfully
managed our Keep Maryland Beautiful Grants program in these trying years.
COVID certainly did not slow down Maryland’s communities in their efforts to
promote environmental education and beautification projects. Last spring, with our
funding partners at the State’s Department of Transportation and the Department
of Housing and Community Development, the MET/Forever Maryland team
completed another successful round of grant distribution that resulted in yet
another banner year for Keep Maryland Beautiful, which is described in this
edition. We are confident that 2022 will be another competitive and successful year
for the program.

I am immensely proud to look back on the past two years at MET and
recognize all that our trustees, staff, partners, and volunteers have accomplished in
the face of so many challenges. I hope you enjoy reading about our resilience and
triumphs in the pages to follow. Now, with a full team in office, a strong and eager
network of volunteers, close partnerships in the land trust community, and most
importantly, the continued enthusiasm from Marylanders to protect and preserve
our exceptional ecological heritage, we can forge onward with renewed vigor. We
look forward to seizing the momentum of change that has come with the dwindling
of the pandemic to pursue new opportunities that allow us to keep doing the work
that we love.

Until next time,

John Jurgeen
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By working with landowners, local
communities, and land trusts, MET protects
nearly 140,000 acres of Maryland's most
treasured landscapes and natural resources
as a legacy for future generations. In 2021,
MET partnered with five land trusts to complete
6 new conservation easements on 573 acres
in 4 counties.

TR

PARTNER

MET relies on its partnerships with landowners,
land trusts, local communities, and volunteers
to accomplish its land conservation goals and to
steward the more than 1,100 conservation
easements MET holds across Maryland. In 2021,
MET partnered with 20 local land trusts and
47 volunteers to monitor more than 584
easements.

Protecting land does not stop with the signing
and recording of a conservation easement.
MET takes on obligations to ensure that
easement provisions are upheld forever. As
part of ensuring the long term protection of
the land, MET works with partners to monitor
conservation easements. In 2021, MET
monitored 910 easements through in-person
visits and review of aerial imagery.

Y
INVEST
The Keep Maryland Beautiful Grants program
invests in environmental stewards. This
program includes a robust partnership
between MET, MDOT, DHCD and FM. In 2021,
KMB grants totaling $312,500 were
distributed to 91 awardees in 19 counties
and Baltimore City. Awardees included

nonprofits, schools, communities and local
land trusts.



Critical Lands Protected
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View of the property protected by an easement from the
Harford County Chapter of the Izaak Walton League
showing marsh and Otter Creek frontage.

conservation priority areas for MET: Targeted Ecological
Area and the Biodiversity Conservation Network, or
BioNet. Targeted Ecological Areas are identified by the
state’s Department of Natural Resources (DNR) as a
conservation priority and include large blocks of forests
and wetlands, rare species habitats, aquatic biodiversity
hotspots and areas important for protecting water quality.
BioNet is a web-based tool produced by the DNR’s Wildlife
and Heritage Service that prioritizes areas for terrestrial
and freshwater biodiversity conservation. The Izaak Walton
League preserve is visible from Willoughby Beach Road,
and the Otter Point Creek, which is navigable by canoes
and kayaks. This property is also adjacent to more than 400
acres of protected land including County-owned parkland
and other MET easements.

The Pitts family through their family corporation,
Patterson Mill LLC, ensured that their 43 acres will
continue to provide habitat and water quality protection for
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View of the forested property protected by an easement
from Patterson Mill, LLC.



generations to come through the conservation easement
it granted to MET and Harford Land Trust. This forested
property in Harford County is located along the southern
end of Patterson Mill Road near Emmorton. Edward Pitts,
his wife, and children, came together to protect their family
land. The entire property is located within the BioNet
conservation priority area. Immediately across Patterson
Mill Road to the northeast of the easement is the 5.36-
acre Harford County-owned Bynum Run Conservation
Area. The Pitts family’s easement ensures their property
will always be an open space oasis in the heart of Harford
County’s Development Envelope.

MET and the Patuxent Tidewater Land Trust were
granted a new conservation easement on 56 acres in St.
Mary’s County, thanks to the Thorne family. The easement
protects significant forest acreage that buffers tributary
streams and wetlands feeding the tidal Potomac River.
The property provides important forest habitat and is
classified as being within the State-designated Biodiversity
Conservation Network, making it a high priority for
conservation. The Property is adjacent to more than 220
acres of protected land. The new easement was made
possible with funding from the Navy’s Readiness and
Environmental Protection Integration (“REPI”) program.

View of forested land in St. Mary’s

County conserved by an easement from

the Thorne family.

View of property protected by an easement from the Smithson family showing frontage along the Pocomoke River.
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